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On behalf of the executive committee, we welcome you to South Manchester AOS
We hope you will enjoy being a member!

Our executive committee are the board of trustees for the society and charity. South Manchester AOS is more than a hobby
for the members of the board, it’s also a responsibility to run the society ensuring what we do is as successful as possible on
stage, off stage and financially. All members of the board are always happy to talk to you about the society should you have
any questions.
PRESIDENT OF SOUTH MANCHESTER AOS : Mrs. Glenys Martin
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As of 2022, we’re presenting 3 full scale productions per year. This includes 2 musicals and 1 pantomime. 1 musical and the
pantomime being staged at the Z-Arts Theatre in Hulme with the other musical at Altrincham Little Theatre. We’re also invited
to perform in an annual showcase during the summer at the Lowry Theatre in Salford.

Principal / named roles in productions are cast via auditions. All who audition for a principal role are to be affiliated to us as
either a ‘Friend Of South Manchester AOS’ (£12 annual fee) or as a fully subscribed member for at least 2 months ( £6 a month)
prior to auditioning. This also applies to those who wish to audition as a principal dancer should the show require a principal
dance ensemble.
Typically, most of the shows we do require a chorus. We don’t normally audition members to be a part of the chorus but in
situations where demand is high to be involved in a production we may decide to hold small ensemble singing and/or
movement workshop auditions, though this is rare. Usually we have a chorus sign-up form for each production.
The band call, technical and dress rehearsals are 100% mandatory and must be attended by ALL cast members.

Each show requires a team of people off stage to make the show happen across all departments of the theatre. As the show
dates approach our teams need many hands on deck back stage and on show week with volunteers front of house too. All cast
members are expected to help with the ‘get-out’ following the final performance and the stage manager will ask for help with
the ‘get-in’ where appropriate.

Rehearsal nights are Wednesday & Thursday, 7:30pm - 10pm. We include approx. 4 Sunday afternoons on the final run up to
the show, 2pm - 5:30pm. Rehearsals take place at East Didsbury Methodist Hall on Parrs Wood Road. To suit each show, the
production team will provide a rehearsal schedule which will inform you when you’ll be needed to rehearse depending on your
involvement in the show which will determine when you’ll be required. We expect all members to be punctual when called and
to dress appropriately in rehearsal attire with the correct footwear.
Any known late arrivals or early darts must be agreed by / communicated to the production team prior to the rehearsal
affected.
We request that all cast members are responsible for clearing away their mess (cups, empty water bottles etc) from the
rehearsal room when they leave.

To be a full member of South Manchester AOS, the cost is £6 per month (£3.00 Concessions) these subs need to be paid by
direct debit. Membership subs contribute to a variety of running costs such as rehearsal room hire, insurance and general
overheads. You need to pay your membership fee every month to maintain your membership.
In addition to this, each show incurs a ‘Stage Fee’ of no more than £25* per person – you are only required to pay this fee
should you take an on-stage role within the production.
* This fee is assessed on a show by show basis to factor the specific costs associated to that productions demands.
There is also an option for those wishing to support the society to be a ‘Friend of South Manchester AOS’ which costs £12 per
annum but excludes any voting rights and on-stage participation.
We encourage all our members to contribute to the society. Should you be a member and not in the current production there
are other areas that require membership support such as crew, front of house, publicity activities, attending social / fundraising
events etc.
Our full constitution is available on our website: www.smaos.co.uk/members/constitution/
To become a member we ask for a very informal A Capella audition (a verse and a chorus of any song is all that’s required). This
audition will be in front of a panel of 3 exec committee members. These auditions are an incredibly relaxed environment.

We pride ourselves on being a very sociable society. Normally, after rehearsals, a group will go to one of the pubs near to our
rehearsal venue. We also organise social events which help raise funds for the society. These have included an annual quiz
night, milestone dinner dances, games evenings etc. We are members of NODA which hosts annual awards evenings for
members to attend.

Each production has its own closed Facebook group for those directly involved in that specific show. This is how the production
team and the committee officials will be able to share information with you away from the rehearsal room. We ask that all
members ‘like’ and ‘follow’ our @SouthManchesterAOS Facebook page and to encourage its promotion. Likewise with twitter
@SMAOS1 .

Our Annual General Meeting is held (usually) on the last Thursday in January at our usual rehearsal venue, East Didsbury
Methodist Hall. We encourage ALL members to attend as this is the opportunity for you to see exactly how your membership
subs are spent, where you can learn how our shows have faired financially and learn of our future plans and predictions. We
also have and present society awards at our AGM, these include:
The Bill Lawson award for ‘loyal service’.
The Sydney Richards Salver for ‘long service’.

The Adshead award for ‘newcomer ’ (either new member or new to a specific duty) .
The Philip Martin award for ‘off stage contribution’.
At the AGM, members regularly get to vote on changes to the constitution (should there be any proposed) and to vote for
anyone standing to take a place on the exec board of trustees this includes any current member(s) standing for re-election.

We urge all members to play their part when it comes to promoting our productions - informing family, friends, work
colleagues and neighbours about our shows. We provide flyers for each production where you’re encouraged to take as many
as you need to distribute and spread the word. Likewise, we promote on social media where we urge our members to ‘like’ and
‘share’ our posts. Word of mouth is not only the most successful form of promotion, it’s completely free!

We offer a range of corporate packages for advertising on our flyers and in our printed programmes. Maybe where you work
would be interested in advertising with us (from as little as £25) or perhaps they may like to sponsor a specific production? Do
you own a business and would like to support us for advertising in return? Large corporations often have a pot for community
groups to apply for, does your employer? Let our Publicity Manager know if you can send any potential leads our way.

Depending on the time period the show we’re doing is set we may request that the cast provide their own or part of their own
costumes if it involves items which people are likely to already have, be able to borrow or be able get their hands on relatively
cheaply (second hand, charity shops, eBay etc.) However, more often than not, costumes are hired in. When we hire costumes
for you, you’ll be measured during rehearsals and the hired item(s) will arrive the week before the show when you’ll try them
on and report any issues should there be any. You’re then responsible for the hired costume(s) and any accessories that
accompany them until the end of the last performance when all is handed back in. If any part of your hired costume is lost or
damaged you will be required to cover the cost of replacing or fixing it (this does not include general wear and tear).

You will need to provide your own appropriate footwear. It’s standard to expect women to own a pair of black and a pair of
nude character shoes, should you not own either we recommend investing in a pair when asked to provide them as they’re a
fairly common / frequent request.
If you’re required to provide your own costumes you’ll be given guidance from the director and/or production manager of the
style and in some cases the colour palette of the items required. We advise that you keep any receipts until the director,
choreographer, production manager or whoever is taking charge of costumes for that production has confirmed that the
item(s) are suitable.

South Manchester AOS was founded in 1955 and began by staging Gilbert & Sullivan productions, then known as Savoy
Operas. Our first being ’The Mikado’ which was performed at the ‘Holy Innocents Church’ in Fallowfield in November 1955.
We did several productions at ‘Withington Congregational Church’ too then in 1959 we were based at the ‘Stretford Civic Hall’
for 6 productions . By now we’d introduced light opera titles into our presentations such as ‘The Rebel Maid’ & ‘Merrie
England’. In April 1963 we staged a production of ‘Die Fledermaus’ at the Renold Theatre (UMIST) where we stayed for 35
years, our longest base to date. During that time we had introduced traditional Broadway works into our program but regularly
honored our roots occasionally dipping our toes into a definitive G&S title. In 1999 we moved to the ’Wythenshawe Forum’
where we staged 7 productions, all of which were Broadway standards. We had 1 production at the ‘Dancehouse Theatre’ in
October 2002 with ‘West Side Story’ before moving into our home for the next 13 years, the ‘Royal Northern College of
Music’ (RNCM) staging productions in both the main and studio auditoriums where our titles became slightly more
experimental introducing some lesser known ’Off Broadway’ works whilst still indulging in the golden age musical theatre titles
too. October 2016 saw our move to the Z-Arts Theatre in Hulme with ‘The Drowsy Chaperone’ and we’ve been at the Z-Arts
ever since. In 2018 we staged our first ever pantomime which has already become a celebrated and much loved staple in our
seasons. 2022 marks another new venue into our collection with ’Little Women: The Musical’ scheduled to be staged at the
’Altrincham Little Theatre’ in July.
A complete list of our past productions can be viewed on our website.

Should you need to speak or get in touch with any of the exec officials:

CHAIR OF TRUSTEES: kevin.proctor@smaos.org.uk
VICE CHAIR: nadine.arditti@smaos.org.uk
TREASURER: andy.mcnicholas@smaos.org.uk
SECRETARY: sue.ellis@smaos.org.uk
NEW MEMBERS SECRETARY: kallum.edwards@smaos.org.uk
PUBLICITY MANAGER: rosie.barnes@smaos.org.uk

